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OFFICERS 
President COL Allen Rossow, USA, (Ret.)  

alrossow@cox.netééééééé439-4144 

1ST Vice President  Capt. Carl Bromund, USCG (Ret.)  

  cbromund@powerc.netéé.é  366-0502 

2nd Vice President LTC Ernest Montagne, USA (Ret.)                            

  ernie.montagne@cox.netéé...378-4601 

Secretary   COL Ronald Pfilpsen,  USA (Ret.) 

                              pflip1@mac.com éééééé.417-0175   

Treasurer  COL Robert Abney, USA (Ret.) 

  ROAbney@cox.netééééé....378-0131 

Past President. CW3 Joe Gill, USA (Ret.) 

  joegill1@cox.net.ééééééé458-4099 

Chaplain     COL Thomas L Day, USA   

  tom.day@US.army.miléééé..533-4748     

 

DIRECTORS: 
Mrs. Joan Connor, Aux Member-Chapter Affairs 

jiconnor@cox.netééééééé. 378-3615 

COL Gene Fenstermacher, USAF (Ret.)-Legislative Affairs 

  fensteg@cox.netééééééé....378-1471  
CPT Phil Cerami, USA, (Ret)     

  connectdiver@cox.netééééé.459-5170 

DIRECTORS (cont) 
 

CW3 Harry Bowen, USA, (Ret)                                                                 

        harrybowen@aol.comééé..ééé...459-1058 

COL Robert  D White, USMC (Ret.)-Personal Affairs                                             

         kurnlbob@gmail.comééééé...é..803-8333 

COL John Black,  USA (Ret.)-Scholarship 

          johnandjoan@cox.net...éééééé.378-0209 

COL Terrie M. Gent,  USAF (Ret.)-Bylaws 

                       TerrieGent@aol.coméé..ééé.éé378 -2915           
DEPUTY DIRECTORS 

 

COL Duane Brofer,    USA (Ret.)-Data Base Manager 

              brabec@cox.netéé..éééééééé.378-2732 

CAPT Bill Colberg,  USA (Ret.)-Webmaster 

          colbergw@cox.net .éééééééé...439-3960 

LTC Earl Devine,  USA (Ret.)-Community Liaison 

          edevine1@cox.net.éééééééé...458-5224 

LTC Paul Puttkammer,  USA (Ret.)-Heliogram Editor 

           pputt@earthlink.net.ééééééé..803-0255 

LTC John Trombley, USA  (Ret.)-JROTC 

          john.trombley@svps.K12.az.usé....378-0021 

 

The Heliogram Published ten times per year  by the Coronado Chapter Military Officers Association of America, Post Office Box 1685,  

Sierra Vista AZ 85636-1685  The Coronado Chapter, MOAA, is a not-for-profit 501(c) (19) Arizona Corporation and all donations are tax 

deductible.  See your  tax consultant for further information. 

  

FUTURE MEETING DATES     

                                                                                

  BOD MEETING  ð-  11:30 December 16th 

 

          DECEMBER 17 ð- Dinner Meeting 

 Cocktails ð  1800  Dinner ð 1900 

 

MENU:  Baked Salmon w/ crusted pecans 

              Wild Rice Pilaf 

              Green Beans Almondine,  

              Mixed Green Salad w/ dressing 

             Lemon, Strawberry, or Chocolate Mousse 

 

PROGRAM:  Sierra Vista Community Chorus  

   Annual Christmas Concert 

       BOD MEETING  ð  11:30 January 20th 

 

          JANUARY 21  ð-  Dinner Meeting 

        Cocktails ð- 1800       Dinner  ð-  1900 

 

MENU:  

 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAM:   
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or in its entirety provided written credit is given to the Heliogram.  The opinions expressed herein are those of 

the contributors and not necessarily those of MOAA. 

 

PRESIDENTS NOTES  

                 by  

President Allen Rossow  
   

  As is our tradition, we will be 

honored to host the Sierra Vista 

Community Chorus.  It is always 

the highlight of our monthly meetings and a great 

treat.   Bring a new potential member.   We will 

also be inviting guests from Fort Huachuca, so 

please send in your reservations by the deadline so 

we can establish our guarantee to TMAC.   They 

have continued to improve both their service and 

food quality. 

         We will again collect food items: canned or 

packaged (they have sufficient beans, corn and 

peas) for the Chaplainôs Food Locker.  Chaplain 

Tom Day and I will have our pickups ready ï letôs 

fill them!   These donations will help the Chap-

lains program at Christmas, but it will also help re-

stock the Locker after the Holiday season.  Just 

load your car trunk and weôll unload them for you. 

         At our November meeting, seven of our Ari-

zona Veterans Hall of Fame members that were 

present, were asked to affix our third Five-Star 

streamer to our Chapter flag. The great work done 

by our Chapter is recognized by this award. 

     On  November 18th, the Southeastern Arizona 

Veterans Memorial Cemetery dedicated the caril-

lon which the Chapter supported, through dona-

tions from Chapter members.  The Chapter also 

donated funds for a memorial paver at the ceme-

tery. 

      At our January meeting, we will install our 

newly elected and returning officers to our Board 

of Directors.  We look forward to another success-

ful year for the Chapter.  

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS    

                     by 

Gene Fenstermacher, Colonel 

USAF (Ret) 

       

 

Panel votes to speed benefits appeals of  Vets 

A House subcommittee moved on WednesdayNo-

vember 18, 2009 to reduce the amount of time it 

takes for a veteran to appeal a benefits decision, 

which can now add two to five years to the wait for 

benefits. 

Approved by the disability assistance and memorial 

affairs subcommittee of the House Veteransô Af-

fairs Committee, the unnumbered draft bill, called 

the Veterans Appeals Improvement and Moderniza-

tion Act of 2009, attempts to streamline both the 

administration appeals process within the VA and 

the judicial review process through the Court of 

Appeals for Veterans Claims. 

 

 The change in the appeals court process is aimed at 

what veterans have come to call the ñhamster 

wheelò of having a claim with multiple issues de-

cided one at a time in a process that never seems to 

end as the claim is sent back and forth between the 

regional official and administrative board. 

 

 Additionally, the bill tries to set the stage for more 

fundamental changes by creating an independent 

panel, the Veterans Judicial Review Commission, 

that would evaluate the disability and survivor 

benefits claims process and recommend changes. 

An interim report from the commission would be 

required by July 2010 with a final report by Decem-

ber 30, 2010.               (cont on page 5) 
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Your Ink and Toner Experts  

 
  We are your local HP Experts!                                                               

Military Discounts  Available                                                                
2270 E. Fry Blvd.  

TREASURERôS COMMENTS 

     by 

Bob Abney. Colonel, USA , Ret 

 

As we approach the end of the fiscal 

year, this is an appropriate time to 

review our chapter finances.  In 

short, your chapter is in good finan-

cial shape with no debts and slightly more than 

$18,000 in unencumbered net worth.  This total in-

cludes both our operations and scholarships accounts 

and places us about $2,500.00 ahead of this point 

last fiscal year.  We also awarded one more scholar-

ship in 2009 than we did in 2008.   

 The scholarship account has $8,451.00 re-

maining (roughly equal to last year) after we com-

plete funding the six $1,000.00 scholarships 

awarded for 2009.  While the account is certainly 

healthy, we need your continued support to meet our 

obligations to Sierra Vistaôs finest students in the 

coming year and years that follow.   

 There is also some good news to report in the 

scholarship area.  At the present contribution rate, 

and with some funds directed from the operations 

account to the scholarship account, it appears that 

we may be able to recommend to the Board of Di-

rectors that the chapter award seven scholarships in 

2010.  Letôs hope this comes to pass.  Remember, it 

depends on continued membership generosity which 

has been great this year as evidenced by the Helio-

gram donors list. 

 In other matters, the Board of Directors 

voted to hold 2010 membership dues at $15.00 for 

regular members and $10.00 for auxiliary members.  

This represents no change from 2009 rates.  Dues 

are payable as of January 1, 2010, so please include 

membership checks made payable to MOAA with 

your dinner reservations or use the membership ap-

plication in the Heliogram and mail them to: 

 Treasurer 

 Coronado Chapter, Military Officers Asso-

ciation 

 PO Box 1685 

 Sierra Vista, AZ  85636-16850 

Have a happy Thanksgiving everyone and donôt for-

get to remember those who protect us in your 

prayers. 

 

Bob Abney  

President Rossow accepts the 

Coroando Chapterôs third consequetive 

5 Star Award for Excellence 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS : 

 

Regular Members   212 

Auxiliary Members   29   

 

 TOTAL        241 
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         URGENT     URGENT     URGENT 

 

On December 12, 2009 the 107th Civil Air Patrol 

Squadron will participate in the Wreaths Across 

America program by laying wreaths on the head-

stones at the Southern Arizona Veterans Memorial 

Cemetery.  If you wish to donate a wreath you can 

mail a check for $15.00 payable to SAVMCF to 1300 

S. Buffalo Soldier Trail, Sierra Vista, AZ  85635,  or 

you can take it to the cemetery.  On the memo line of 

the check please write WREATHS ACROSS AMER-

ICA.  If you choose to donate online use the follow-

ing steps: 

 Google search:  Wreaths-across-america.org 

On screen scroll down to 

ñwreathsacrossamerica|sponsorò  Click on 

this entry 

Click on ówreathsacrossamerica.org/sponsor-

a-wreath.htmlô 

Select the number of wreaths you wish to 

sponsor.   Click on the icon 

On wreath sponsorship screen enter the fol-

lowing: 

Enter Location ID:  AZSAVCS                

Fundraising Group Number  :    

AZCAP107 

 Click on ñAdd to Cartò 

Review and proceed to ñcheck outò. 

Follow prompts to checkout information and 

payment information.   

SAVMCF WOULD LIKE DONATIONS FOR THIS 

YEAR TO BE IN BY DECEMBER 1ST.   ON LINE 

DONATIONS MUST BE COMPLETED PRIOR TO 

DECEMBER 2, 2009, AND THE ABOVE LOCA-

TION ID, AND FUNDRAISING GROUP NUMBER 

NEEDS TO BE INDICATED TO ASSURE CREDIT 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  (ocnt from page 3)     

The report deadlines make it possible that some 

changes could be approved by Congress as early as 

next year, but major changes would not be consid-

ered until 2011. 

 

 H.R. 3961; Medicare Physician Payment Reform 

Act  

 On November 19, 2009, the House of Representa-

tives passed H.R. 3961, The Medicare Physicians 

Payment Reform Act by a vote of 243-183.  This bill 

would prevent a 21 percent cut in Medicare and 

TRICARE physician payment rates scheduled for 

January 2010, and revise the Medicare sustainable 

growth rate (SGR) payment system.  

Importantly, this legislation protects access to physi-

cians for Medicare beneficiaries and members of the 

military and their families since physician payment 

rates in TRICARE are tied to those used by Medi-

care.  H.R. 3961 has a wide range of support includ-

ing the American Medical Association, MOAA, the 

American Academy of Family Physicians, the 

American College of Physicians, the American Col-

lege of Surgeons, the Center for Medicare Advo-

cacy, the Medicare Rights Center, and the National 

Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medi-

care. 

 On November 20, 2009, those on my Legislative 

Updates Email list were afforded an opportunity to 

urge our Senators to ñsecure immediate Senate pas-

sage of H.R. 3961ò 

 

 H.R. 2254;  Agent Orange Equity Act 

 Legislation granting Air Force and Navy veterans a 

better shot at receiving disability benefits for Agent 

Orange-related illness now has 204 co-sponsors in 

the House of Representatives, 14 short of the num-

ber needed to guarantee passage. 

 H.R. 2254 would grant people who served in the 

waters off Vietnam, and the airspace above it, the 

same presumptions as people who set foot there: that 

certain diseases are the result of exposure to the her-

bicide Agent Orange.. 

If enacted, the bill would cover veterans who re-

ceived a Vietnam Service Medal, Vietnam Cam-

paign Medal or who served on Johnston Island,  

                                                   (cont on page 7) 
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       MOAA Birthdays   

        by Joan Connor 

We want to say Happy Birth-

day to our members.  They 

say it is O. K. to get older, but 

donôt get ñoldò. 

 

DECEMBER:  1:  Robert Caulfield,  Joyce 

Hughes;  2: Anne Lynch, Helga Wiltse, Jack 

Holbrook;  3: Joanne Brofer, Ernest Montagne;  

4: Archie Woodin;  5: Mitzi Kirmse;  8: Berna-

dette Drews, Ludwig Kuttner;  9: Margaret 

Younger, Harvey Norton; 10:  James Carolan; 

15:  Charlotte Portouw; 16:  Louis Didonato; 

18:  Kathy Jones;  22:  Dorothy Kervahn;  23: 

Cecil Nist;  24: Harley Hannsz, Dennis War-

ren; 26: Nancy Ament, Harry Walther; 27: 

Duane Brofer; 29: Thalia Gregory, George 

Kirmse. 

 

SCHOLARSHIP DONORS 
 

   SIGNIFICANT DONORS  ($100 or More)  
Gary Bell                        Nancy Fyffe    
Ellen Grombacher          Jack Holbrook       
Cecil Nist                         Lloyd Hill                        
David Newell 
       DONORS 
Bob Abney                  Kenneth Allison           
Daniel Baird                Mary Bartalsky            
John Bird                     John Black                   
Robt Blanchard     Robt Bobar                  
Harry Bowen                William Breeding          
William Bridges            Harry Brown                 
Joe Cannon                  Doris Caldwell              
Mert Chun                     Jan Cole             
Niles Courtney              Vince Dambrauskas     
Tom Day                       Earl Devine                   
James Dottle                Ronald Faulkner           
Gene Fenstermacher   Stanley Gillette              
Deborah Godwin          Jane Gonseth   
Charles Hayes              Harvey Haynes            
Grant Hays                   Tom Hessler                
Lou Kuttner                   Edward Holcomb         
Casey Jones                 Gene Manring              
Francis McMunigle       Peter Mekkelson          
Richard Mortensen       Jeremiah Moulton         
Rick Mueller                 Charles Narburgh         
Don Newcomer             Todd Newell       
Betty Olson                   Alex Okimoto                
Yukio Otsuka l              Ron Pflipsen                 
Larry Portouw               Jack Powers          
Allen Rossow                Sam Rumore                
Bernie Stahlmann         Fred Stahl                     
Bob Strain                     Susan Struck                
Bill Waynick                  Howard Weckel      
Richard White               Archie Woodin              
Brigitte Woods 

�(�5�1�,�(�·�6���$�8�7�2���6�(�5�9�,�&�(�� 
ERNIE BARWICK - Owner -Manager  
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED  

New Location �³ 1501 East Fry Boulevard  
Sierra Vista AZ 85635  

NE Corner of Fry and Lenzner  
520 -459 -3090  FAX 520 -459 -1311  

GOOD FOR $10.00 OFF NEXT SERVICE 
MOST CREDIT CARDS WELCOME  


