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PRESIDENTS NOTES  

                 by  

President Allen Rossow 

 

 As we start our new year, we 

welcome our new Board mem-

bers:  Chaplain (COL) Tom 

Day, Installation Chaplain; CW3, USA (R) Harry 

Bowen; CPT, USA  (R) Phil Cerami; and our re-

elected Director Col , USAF (R) Terri Gent.  Subse-

quent to our elections, Capt , USCG (R) Carl 

Bromund has rejoined the Board as First Vice Presi-

dent.  Our thanks and appreciation is extended to the 

departing Board members for their dedication and 

long service. 

     Although our total membership continues to im-

prove, our participation at our lunch/dinner general 

membership meetings is declining.   We have re-

solved to focus on both programs and the meals.  

The Thunder Mountain Activity Centre has been un-

dergoing extensive audits, inspections, and reviews.  

They have made several improvements and we hope 

those will continue.  They have appointed a perma-

nent Manager, hired a new Chef, and have additional 

plans for facility improvements.  As you know, we 

ask for comments at each event, we record and tabu-

late each of your comments, ratings, and sugges-

tions!  The meal results from the surveys are pro-

vided and discussed with TMAC and MWR leader-

ship. 

     We are intently focused on programs that are in-

formative, timely, and of interest to you.  For Febru-

ary,  Maj (USMC) Michael Phillips, Training Offi-

cer and S-3 of the UAV Battalion, Fort Huachuca, 

will discuss the UAV training on post.  We have 

standing acceptances from the senior leaders on Fort 

Huachuca for this upcoming year.  The Board will 

be discussing ideas and recommendations for addi-

tional programs, that I believe will of high interest 

and acceptance by all.          (cont on page 5) 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS   

                     by 

Gene Fenstermacher, Colonel 

USAF (Ret) 

 

The Military Family Relief Fund 

(MFRF) program was a resounding 

success in 2008, thanks in part 

to the generosity of many of you.   In fact 

the $1,000,000 annual cap, established by the State 

Legislature when the program was established in 

2007, was exceeded on 31 December. So some late 

December donations are being returned. If you were 

one of those late donors and you haven't received a 

receipt telling you that your donation qualified for 

the MFRF Tax Credit, or you haven't received your 

returned check, you can contact the Arizona Depart-

ment of Veteransô Services (AZDVS) MFRF Out-

reach Coordinator Diane DôAngelo at (602) 263-

1837 to check on the status of your donation be-

fore filing your 2008 Arizona Tax Return. 

As a reminder, the MFRF program provides financial 

assistance (based on financial need) to family mem-

bers of Arizona National Guard, Reserve, and Active 

Duty members deployed from a military unit in Ari-

zona who were killed in the line of duty and to 

spouses and minor children of those who were 

wounded in the line of duty in the Global War on Ter-

ror.  

Widows and widowers of military personnel who were 

killed in the line of duty may apply for a stipend for 

living expenses for up to six months after the termina-

tion of military pay and death benefits.  For the pur-

poses of the stipend, qualifying living expenses are 

residential mortgage, rent and utility payments and 

other basic living expenses.  

Spouses and minor children of military personnel who 

were wounded in the line of duty may apply for a sti-

pend for living expenses for up to six months near a  
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Your Ink and Toner Experts  

 
  We are your local HP Experts!                                                               

Military Discounts  Available                                                                
2270 E. Fry Blvd.  

(520)459 -7809  M-F: 9 to 6  

 

 

     

 

  

TREASURERôS REPORT 

                  by 

Bob Abney, Col., USA, Ret 
 

 Let me take this opportunity to 

again remind you that chapter 

membership dues for calendar year 

2009 for those needing to renew, 

are due on January 1, 2009 and de-

linquent after March 1, 2009. Fees are $15.00 for 

regular members and $10.00 for auxiliary members. 

 

   You can pay your annual dues by using the Chapter 

Membership Application form in the monthly Helio-

gram newsletter and including the form and payment 

with your dinner or luncheon reservations or by mail-

ing the form and your check to: 

 

 Treasurer 

 Coronado Chapter MOAA 

 P.O. Box 1685 

 Sierra Vista, AZ  85650 

 

 Please make checks payable to Coronado 

Chapter, MOAA 

 

 I would appreciate your prompt payment us-

ing one of the options above.  This reduces the post-

age expense of a general membership mailing and 

preserves the chapter operations fund for other neces-

sary purposes. 

 

 Let me also mention that your generosity this 

past year allows the chapter to award one additional 

scholarship (for a total of six) to a deserving student 

this year.  This means that the chapter will be award-

ing five scholarships in addition to the Hans Wege 

Scholarship.  Congratulations are in order to the 

membership for this great community service! 

     

   SCHOLARSHIP REPORT 

                     By 

   John Black, Col., USA, Ret 

 

Great News!!  Based on your 

generous contributions and the 

outstanding fiscal management 

of our Chapter Treasurer, Bob 

Abney, the Board of Directors approved funding for 

an additional $1000 Scholarship for the 2008-2009 

school year.  At this point in time, we will be able to 

award six scholarships to deserving and highly 

qualified applicants.  Keep up the excellent support 

to our Chapter Scholarship program. 

For your information, all local High Schools have 

been notified of our Scholarship Requirements and 

Timelines.  Applications will be due in April 2009.  

Gene Fenstermacher, Ron Pflipson and I will be par-

ticipating in the Buena High School Financial Aid 

Night on 28 January.  We will be providing Coro-

nado Chapter and MOAA National Scholarship ma-

terials to interested students.  If any Chapter member 

is interesting in joining us, please contact me for the 

details.     

As a reminder, the scholarships are offered to high 

school graduating seniors for use at a community 

college, a university or four-year college, or a ser-

vice academy.   

One Chapter scholarship will be awarded to the best-

qualified Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps 

(JROTC) student at Buena High School.  This schol-

arship is designated as the LTC Hans Wege Memo-

rial Scholarship.  Mrs. Wege donated $3,000 two 

years ago for the purpose of providing three $1,000 

scholarships for three years.  These scholarships 

have been designated for graduating JROTC stu-

dents in loving memory of her husband, LTC Hans 

Wege.  Last yearôs winner was Cadet Steven Wil-

son.   If you are interested in honoring a loved one 

by providing a Coronado Chapter Scholarship in 

their name, itôs not to late for the 2008-2009 Schol-

arship cycle.   Contact me for the details.      

Recently the Chapter BOD expanded the applicant 

requirements to include students of grandparents that 

are on active duty, in an active reservist in a drill 

status, in the National Guard, or retired form the uni-

formed services.  However, the Chapter Scholar-

ships only apply to students attending the following 

schools: Benson, Bisbee, Bowie, Douglas, Patago-

nia, San Simon, Sierra Vista, St. David, Tombstone, 

                                             (cont on page 6)  
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 PERSONAL AFFAIRS 

                 by 

 Col Bob White USMC 

(Ret)  

 

 Chapter members interested 

in obtaining a copy of " FED-

ERAL BENEFITS FOR 

VETERANS AND DEPENDENTS", the official 

publication of the Department of Veterans Affairs, 

can do so from the Superintendent of Documents, 

U.S. Government Printing Office, on the internet: 

at bookstore.gpo.gov, or phone toll free (866) 512-

1800. This publication  

includes information on VA Health Care, Service-

Connected Disabilities, VA Life Insurance, Burial 

and Memorial Benefits, and other reference  

material. It also makes "knowledge is power" 

rather than "ignorance is bliss" a reality for mili-

tary veterans, dependents, and survivors. 

                                   We  Need Your Help 

      Each year we must mail out letters requesting 

dues payments for the new year.   Mailing letters 

takes time, but more importantly, it costs the 

Chapter more than $150.00 in postage and print-

ing.  This year, we tried sending e-mail notices 

requesting dues.  A substantial number were re-

turned as undeliverable!!!!!!!!!  

    We also use email addresses for Geneôs Legis-

lative Alerts and for other Chapter notices, such 

as current issues or breaking events.  

    We ask that you acknowledge this notice by e-

mailing  or call Dep Director Duane Brofer at 

brabec@cox.net ( 378-2732) giving only your 

name, current telephone number and street ad-

dress. This will  verify your current information 

and update our database.  

     We also ask that you continue to assist by 

sending a simple e-mail to brabec@cox.net  

whenever you have a change in the future.   It 

would be a huge help to the Chapter to effec-

tively maintain communications with you our 

membership.  Send an e-mail if ---- 

(1)    you change your mailing address,  

(2)    your telephone number, or 

(3)    your email address.  

                    GREATER SIERRA VISTA 

                UNITED VETERANS COUNCIL 

                                          by  

                 Col Terrie M. Gent, USAF, (Ret) 

 

In June 2007, the leaders of the over 15 veteransô or-

ganizations in this area agreed to act cooperatively to 

further the interests of veterans.  They named their 

new group the Greater Sierra Vista Area United Veter-

ans Council.  It goes by the acronym UVC.  The UVC 

isnôt another formally established veteransô organiza-

tion.  Although it is governed by mutually accepted 

precepts, it has no bylaws or dues.  This allows vet-

eran leaders to focus on action, rather than the over-

head of maintaining a legally recognized group.  At 

their monthly meeting, veteran leaders coordinate and 

cooperate on community events, and educate one an-

other about projects and issues that affect veterans.   

Guest speakers, such as the Director of the Arizona 

Department of Veteransô Services, provide up to date 

information on state policies and programs that affect 

veterans.  Employees of ADVS also attend each meet-

ing.  Federal and state legislators share their ideas 

about meeting the needs of veterans.  And Congress-

woman Giffords sends a representative to each meet-

ing to keep the UVC abreast of federal legislative ef-

forts.  Other community leaders, such as the mayor, 

brief the UVC about their respective areas of exper-

tise.   

The UVC sometimes joins with others to advocate for 

veterans.  It has partnered with the Sierra Vista Re-

gional Health Care Center to work on issues that im-

pact health care for veterans.  The UVC is also very 

involved in the Historic Soldiers Relocation Project 

that will create a special area within the SAVMC to 

reinter the remains of soldiers, Indian scouts, and fam-

ily members buried in the 1800s in a recently un-

earthed grave yard in Tucson.  Also focusing on the  

                            (cont on page 7) 
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       MOAA Birthdays   

        by Joan Connor 
"Growing old is mandatory; grow-

ing up is optional."  Here's some 

very happy birthday greetings to 

those celebrating their youth this 

month.  May we always be young at 

heart.  Happy Birthday!  
: 

FEBRUARY: 2: Carole Brown, Judy McCrum, Jackie 

Pflipsen; 3: Lucy Fenstermacher, Gene Fenster-

macher, Mickey Frye, Donald Newcomer; 4: Kay 

McCleary, Odette Coffey;  5: Donna Sweet; 7:  

Wooden; 9: Ellen Grombacher, Timothy Quinn; 10: 

Dorothy Dietz, Candy Walther, Janet Bobar; 11:  Suz-

anne Mekkelson; 12: Terre Gent; 14: Neva Chun; 16: 

Charles Wigner; 17: Jane Gonseth; 20: Carolyn Wal-

ters; 21: Linda Didonato, Nancy Rea, Peter Mekkelson  

22: Harry Brown, Roy Strom; 23: Doris Knobloch; 24: 

Lindy Puttkammer; 26: Richard Archer; 27: Pat Ross   

SCHOLARSHIP DONORS 
 

   SIGNIFICANT DONORS  ($100 or More)  
Louis Mathern     David Patterson 
Ron Saeger 
 
       DONORS 
Bob Abney                Harry Berkshire      
John Black                   Doris Caldwell    
Earl Devine                  Tom Fail 
Gene Fenstermacher   Dave Griesop 
Kenneth Hayden      Harvey Haynes 
Harold Hinkley      Ed Holcomb 
Lanny Kope        Lou Kuttner 
Francis McMunigle      Dave Miller 
Rick Mueller      Narburgh, Charles 
Don Newcomer            Todd Newell          
Ron Pflipsen                 Howard Richards 
Sam Rumore                 Fred Stahl  
Bernie Stahlmann         Susan Struck 
Lloyd Sweet                  Bill Waynick      
Walther, Harry      Bob White 
Irving Wiltse       Archie Woodin 
Brigitte Woods 

SCHOLARSHIP REPORT   (cont from page 4) 

 

Valley Union, or Wilcox.  For more information 

you may contact me at johnandjohnblack@cox.net 

or 227-5173 (cell). 

If you know of any qualifying graduating senior 

that might be interested in applying for one of our 

scholarships, please contact me. 

Additionally, National MOAAôs Educational Assis-

tance Program provides interest free loans and 

grants to students for up to five years of under-

graduate study.  For more information log onto the 

MOAA website at: www.moaa.org/education.  If 

you have any questions concerning the ñNationalò 

MOAA programs contact MOAA at edas-

sist@moaa.org or 1-800-234-6622. 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIR S    (cont from page 3) 

 

military or veterans hospital or rehabilitation facil-

ity where the person is being treated, including 

travel and housing expenses. 

Applications for assistance are reviewed by a Gov-

ernor-appointed committee meeting twice monthly 

as necessary. Funds are distributed at the discre-

tion of the committee. If an application is ap-

proved, funds are allocated within two business 

days. If you are aware of anyone who may poten-

tially qualify for financial assistance under the 

above guidelines, have them contact the Arizona 

Department of Veterans' Services in Phoenix at 

(602) 263-1837. 
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Current Membership (as of January 14, 2009) 

257 

Regular Members ð-226 

Auxiliary Members ð-31                                        

PRESIDENTôS NOTES  (cont from page 3)    

 

  Our Chapter website www.coronadomoaa.org is up 

and being improved with screens of interest to all. The 

website will have Geneôs Corner (Legislative Up-

dates); Secretaryôs Notebook (minutes of the Board); 

Scholarship (awards and news); Personal Affairs 

(critical information for everyone); Presidentôs Corner 

(monthly reports); Membership (why join MOAA and 

applications); and more screens and pages of interest.  

Breaking news will be posted on the main page, for 

instance the death of fellow member, or an event of 

current  interest.   We are currently preparing our sub-

mission for recognition in the Communications 

Awards by National Headquarters.  Your feedback is 

important ï send your suggestions to Dep Director Bill 

Colberg at colbergw@cox.net.  

      This is your Chapter, we do want to hear your 

ideas, comments, suggestions, and criticisms ï what 

do you recommend for programs, projects, focus, re-

cruiting,  All of us are ambassadors and recruiters for 

the Chapter ï bring the new or the old friend to our 

meetings. 

Allen 

UNITED VETERANS COUNCIL  (cont from 

page 5) 

 

present, UVC members will help in the annual 

count of the homeless, specifically to ensure that 

homeless veterans are identified and offered the 

assistance they need.   

MOAA is well represented in the leadership of the 

UVC.  Bob White is the Chairman, Earl Devine is 

the MOAA Chapter Representative to the UVC, 

and Gene Fenstermacher is the legislative liaison 

for the UVC.  Other members participate in their 

capacity as commanders of posts and detachments 

of veteran organizations other than MOAA.   

The UVC meetings are open to the public.  They 

are held the first Saturday of the month at the 

VFW Hall at 0800.  For more information, please 

call me at 378-2915.  I serve as the Secretary of 

the UVC.   

     IRA Required Minimum Distributions   

                                  (RMDs). 

 

For those who may not be aware, retirees age 70 

1/2 and older who have been required to take a 

mandatory RMD from their IRAs, 401(k), 403(b), 

and certain 457(b) plan accounts in the past do not 

have to do so in 2009. This waiver came about as 

part of the ñWorker, Retiree, and Employer Re-

covery Act of 2008ò that was signed by the Presi-

dent on 23 Dec 08.  If you have signed up for an 

automatic monthly or annual RMD, you might 

want to contact the financial agency that holds 

your account(s) ASAP to arrange for stopping the 

automatic RMDs if you want to let your account

(s) recover or grow for a year or two. Senate Bill 

S. 157 ñRetirement Account Distribution Im-

provement Act of 2009ò would waive the RMD 

requirement for 2010 also. For those who have 

elected to delay your 2008 RMD distribution until 

2009 (before 1 April), that distribution does not 

qualify for the 2009 waiver. You are still required 

to take that CY 2008 related RMD whether you 

have elected to receive it in 2008 or in the first 

quarter of 2009 as allowed by current law. 
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FEBRUARY 19, 2009 DINNER RESERVATION FORM 
  Thunder Mountain Activity Center  ð   Cocktails 1800      Dinner   1900 

 

 My Name___________________________ 

 Guest Name(s)_______________________ 

 

 Check Information 

 Amount for meal @ $25 each _____________ 

 Amount for Operating Fund ______________ 

 Amount for Scholarship Fund _____________ 

  

            Check total ____________________________ 

Reservations MUST be received no later than February  5, 2009 

Contact person for reservations is Helen Patterson, phone 458-2032, email:  hdpatterson.2006@yahoo.com 

 

Make check payable to Coronado Chapter,  MOAA and mail to:   Reservations, Coronado Chapter, MOAA , 

P. O. Box 1685, Sierra Vista, AZ.  85636-1685. (Note on envelope Dinner Reservation or Luncheon Reserva-

tion) 

      

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONLE CLEARLY 

  
1.  First fill out the form below. 

2.  If you already belong to National MOAA, then your first calendar year of chapter membership is free. 

 Regular members - $15.00 per year after the 1st year 

 Associate members - $10.00 per year 

3. If you do not belong to National MOAA or have any questions, contact Allen Rossow at 439-4144 or alrossow@cox.net for details  

 
Last Name ___________________________ First Name________________________ MI ___ Spouse First Name_____________________ 

Rank _______________                           Service ______________                   National MOAA Number ______________________________  

Street Address _________________________________ City _______________________ State ___ Zip ____________-_________  

Home Phone Number _________________________________ Work Phone Number ________________________  

Please circle as appropriate: ARMY---AIR FORCE---NAVY ---MARINE CORPS---COAST GUARD---NOAA---PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 

Please circle all that apply: REGULAR--- RESERVE--- NATIONAL GUARD--- FORMER OFFICER---ACTIVE--- RETIRED--- 

MALE--- FEMALE---WIDOW____ WIDOWER ____ 

 Member Date of Birth: MM______/ DD______/ YYYY______ Spouse Date of Birth: MM______/ DD_______/ YYYY_______ 

 E-mail Address ____________________________________________________________ 

 

I am currently a member in good standing with MOAA. 

Please  mail this form  to  

 Military Officers Association of America  

Coronado Chapter 

P. O. Box 1685 

Sierra Vista, AZ.  85636-1685 
 

Applicant Signature and Date _________________________________________  

 

SPONSOR ___________________________________ 

 



 7 

 

OFFICERS 
President COL Allen Rossow, USA, (Ret.)  

alrossow@cox.netééééééé439-4144 

1ST Vice President  Capt. Carl Bromund, USCG (Ret.)  

  cbromund@powerc.netéé.é  366-0502 

2nd Vice President LTC Ernest Montagne, USA (Ret.)                            

  ernie.montagne@cox.netéé...378-4601 

Secretary   COL Ronald Pfilpsen,  USA (Ret.) 

                              pflip1@mac.com éééééé.417-0175   

Treasurer  COL Robert Abney, USA (Ret.) 

  ROAbney@cox.netééééé....378-0131 

Past President. CW3 Joe Gill, USA (Ret.) 

  joegill1@cox.net.ééééééé458-4099 

Chaplain     COL Thomas L Day, USA  (*) 

  tom.day@US.army.miléééé..533-4748     

 

DIRECTORS: 
Mrs. Joan Connor, Aux Member-Chapter Affairs 

jiconnor@cox.netééééééé. 378-3615 

COL Gene Fenstermacher, USAF (Ret.)-Legislative Affairs 

  fensteg@cox.netééééééé....378-1471  
CPT Phil Cerami, USA, (Ret) (*)      

  connectdiver@cox.netééééé.459-5170 

DIRECTORS (cont) 
 

CW3 Harry Bowen, USA, (Ret) (*)                                                                

        harrybowen@aol.comééé..ééé...459-1058 

COL Robert  D White, USMC (Ret.)-Personal Affairs                                             

         kurnlbob@gmail.comééééé...é..803-8333 

COL John Black,  USA (Ret.)-Scholarship 

          johnandjoan@cox.net...éééééé.378-0209 

COL Terrie M. Gent,  USAF (Ret.)-Bylaws 

                       TerrieGent@aol.coméé..ééé.éé378 -2915           
DEPUTY DIRECTORS 

 

COL Duane Brofer,    USA (Ret.)-Data Base Manager 

              brabec@cox.netéé..éééééééé.378-2732 

CAPT Bill Colberg,  USA (Ret.)-Webmaster 

          colbergw@cox.net .éééééééé...439-3960 

LTC Earl Devine,  USA (Ret.)-Community Liaison 

          edevine1@cox.net.éééééééé...458-5224 

LTC Paul Puttkammer,  USA (Ret.)-Heliogram Editor 

           pputt@earthlink.net.ééééééé..803-0255 

LTC John Trombley, USA  (Ret.)-JROTC 

          john.trombley@svps.K12.az.usé....378-0021 

Note:   (*)  To be sworn in at January meeting. 

The Heliogram Published monthly (Except June, July and August) by the Coronado Chapter Military Officers Association of America, Post 

Office Box 1685,  Sierra Vista AZ 85636-1685  The Coronado Chapter, MOAA, is a not-for-profit 501(c) (19) Arizona Corporation and all 

donations are tax deductible.  See your tax consultant for further 

  

FUTURE MEETING DATES    

             BOD MEETING  ð  11:30  Mar  18 

 

MARCH 19TH  ð  LUNCHEON MEETING 

 

MENU:  Yet to be determined. 

 

 

 

PROGRAM:  (T) COL John Hildebrand, Com-

manding Officer,  11th Signal Brigade will dis-

cuss the 11th operations in Iraq   

          BOD MEETING  ð  11:30 FEB 18     

 

FEBRUARY 19TH  ð  DINNER MEETING 

 

MENU:  Pork San Jacques layered over apple 

almond stuffing, w/port wine sauce, Green bean 

almondine, parsley new potatoes, salad, Chefôs 

choice dessert. 

 

PROGRAM:  Major Michael Phillips, USMC 

Training Officer/S3, UAV Battalion will discuss 

training UAV operators. 

             BOD MEETING  ð  11:30  Apr 15 

 

APRIL 16TH  ð  DINNER MEETING 

 

MENU:  To be determined. 

 

 

 

PROGRAM: (T) COL Gary Fredericks, USAF 

(ret) MOAA Natôl Director will report on 2009 

ñStorming the Hillò 


