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PRESIDENTS NOTES  

                 by  

President Allen Rossow 

 

We have made more progress this 

month improving the service and pro-

grams for the Chapter. 

Dep Director Bill Colberg has been working hard to 

organize and improve our website, adding informa-

tion, links, and columns.  Visit it at coronadomoaa.org 

and save in it your favorites as a quick resource. 

    We have provided our submission to National for 

consideration for the Annual Chapter Communications 

awards.  Since only three categories can be submitted, 

we provided our Heliogram (print newsletters), our 

website, and for Unique Communications.   

                                  (continued on page 7) 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS    

                     by 

Gene Fenstermacher, Colonel 

USAF (Ret) 

 

Itôs that time of year when Vet-

eran Legislation issues start 

emerging in Federal and State 

Legislative activity, although it has been delayed 

some this year due to concentration on the Federal 

Stimulus Bill, and on State budget issues. 

At the State level, we were instrumental in pre-

venting a cut in the number of much needed and 

very effective Veteranôs Benefits Counselors 

(VBCs) during the 2009 budget negotiations proc-

ess.  

  (continued on page 4) 

Allen Rossow, Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) Coronado Chapter President, pre-

sents a $1,000 donation from chapter members to Leo Pimple of American Veterans (AMVETS) 

Carillon Project at the United Veterans Council (UVC) meeting at the VFW in Sierra Vista on Satur-

day, February 7, 2009. The Carillon is a 40-foot tower that plays memorial music and will be located 

in the Southern Arizona Veterans Memorial Cemetary (SAVMC). Attending the donation were (l-r): 

Tom Warsinski, Army Warrant Officers Association; Terrie Gent, Arizona Veterans' Advisory Ser-

vices Commissioner; Bob Strain, Mayor of Sierra Vista; Bob Abney, Coronado Chapter Treasurer; 

Gene Fenstermacher, Coronado Chapter Legislative Affairs; Mel Kloor, U.S. Rep. Gabrielle Gif-

fords' Veterans Advisory Council; Allen Rossow, Tom Dingwall, Iraq SWA Memorial Commission; 

Leo Pimple; Marion Fletcher, AMVETS; Earl Devine, SAVMC Foundation; Bob White, UVC Chair-

man. 



 2 

 

 

 
Your Ink and Toner Experts  

 
  We are your local HP Experts!                                                               

Military Discounts  Available                                                                
2270 E. Fry Blvd.  

(520)459 -7809  M-F: 9 to 6  

 

 

     

 

  

TREASURERôS REPORT 

                  by 

Bob Abney, Col., USA, Ret 

 

Let me take this opportunity to 

again remind you that chapter 

membership dues for calendar year 

2009 for those needing to renew, 

are due on January 1, 2009 and de-

linquent after March 1, 2009. Fees are $15.00 for 

regular members and $10.00 for auxiliary members.   

You can pay your annual dues by using the Chapter 

Membership Application form in the monthly Helio-

gram newsletter and including the form and payment 

with your dinner or luncheon reservations or by mail-

ing the form and your check to: 

 

Treasurer 

 Coronado Chapter MOAA 

 P.O. Box 1685 

 Sierra Vista, AZ  85636-1685 

 

Please make checks payable to Coronado Chapter, 

MOAA 

I would appreciate your prompt payment using one of 

the options above.  This reduces the postage expense 

of a general membership mailing and preserves the 

chapter operations fund for other necessary purposes. 

Let me also mention that your generosity this past 

year allows the chapter to award one additional schol-

arship (for a total of six) to a deserving student this 

year.  This means that the chapter will be awarding 

five scholarships in addition to the Hans Wege Schol-

arship.  Congratulations are in order to the member-

ship for this great community service! 

 

Bob Abney 

 
 

  

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS   (cont from page 3) 

 

However, we are not out of the woods on this 

issue as work has started on the 2010 budget.  

And one of the alleged options for óhelpingô to re-

duce the cost of Government is to cut the number 

of VBCs by nearly 25%. We will be watching that 

closely and will petition aggressively against any 

such proposal. And we will need as much support 

as possible. So if you have Email and are not re-

ceiving my weekly Veterans Legislative Updates, 

and would like to help out, send an Email to me at 

fensteg@cox.net and ask to be added to my Veter-

ans Legislative Updates Email list as a Bcc: ad-

dressee, and try it out. Collectively we can make 

a difference. 

At the Federal level, for those who are not aware 

and/or are not on my Legislative Updates Email 

list, we have petitioned in support for House Bill 

H.R. 816, The Military Retirees' Health Care 

Protection Act, which would bar the Pentagon 

from increasing health fees for military retirees 

under age 65 in four specific areas: 1) TRICARE 

Enrollment fees for retired members and survi-

vor,  2) Pharmacy copayments,  3) Enrollment fees 

for the TRICARE Reserve Select program, and 4) 

Retiree and survivor copayments for inpatient care.  

NOTE: I have been advised that TRCARE for 

Life (TFL) is not at risk right now for those age 

65 and older. However,  imposing TFL enroll-

ment fees and patient cost sharing (up to a total 

of about $3,000 annually and $6,000 for a fam-

ily of two) are a cost cutting option that is being 

looked at by the Congressional Budget Office 

(CBO) and Office of Management and Budget 

OMB). This is being monitored closely by MOAA 

and others in The Military Coalition. And we will 

be offered an opportunity to urge our legislators to 

oppose it through a Legislative Update when and if 

it raises its ugly head. 

IRA Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs). 

Reference my RMD article last month; if you have 

been receiving a monthly or annual RMD, you 

should have received a notice from the financial 

institution(s) that hold your 401k and/or IRA ac-

count(s) by now.  And you need to contact them 

ASAP to arrange for stopping the automatic 

RMDs if you want to let your account(s) recover 

or grow for a year (or for two years if the 

ñRetirement Account Distribution Improvement 

Act of 2009ò Senate Bill S. 157 is approved to 

waive the RMD requirement for 2010 also).  

mailto:fensteg@cox.net
http://capwiz.com/moaa/issues/bills/?bill=12449121
http://capwiz.com/moaa/issues/bills/?bill=12449121
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/4019522:4706973284:m:1:230908193:39252F39C8313D4465C1D667ECAF287C
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Current Membership (as of Feb 14, 2009) ð 257 

Regular Members ð-226 

Auxiliary Members ð-31                                        

PERSONAL AFFAIRS 

                 by 

 Col Bob White USMC (Ret)  

 

 DEALING WITH THE DE-

FENSE FINANCE AND  

ACCOUNTING SERVICE 

DURING TAX SEASON 

 

 Retired members with 

a myPay Personal Identification Number may ac-

cess and print their 1099R from the myPay Web 

site at https://mypay.dfas.mil/mypay.aspx.  During 

tax season the DFAS Retired and Annuity Account 

Pay Call Center is extremely busy, so telephone 

service is offered if a member does not have my-

Pay access as yet and needs to speak to a Customer 

Service Representative to request a 1099R.  The 

interactive response phone system is available 24 

hours a day, seven days a week, at 1-800-321-

1080.  once connected, select Option 4 and enter 

the memberôs social security number.  The 1099R 

will systematically be mailed to the memberôs ad-

dress of record. 

                                   We  Need Your Help 

      Each year we must mail out letters requesting 

dues payments for the new year.   Mailing letters 

takes time, but more importantly, it costs the Chapter 

more than $150.00 in postage and printing.  This year, 

we tried sending e-mail notices requesting dues.  A 

substantial number were returned as undeliver-

able!!!!!!!!!  

    We also use email addresses for Geneôs Legislative 

Alerts and for other Chapter notices, such as current 

issues or breaking events.  

    We ask that you acknowledge this notice by e-

mailing  or call Dep Director Duane Brofer at bra-

bec@cox.net ( 378-2732) giving only your name, cur-

rent telephone number and street address. This will  

verify your current information and update our data-

base.  

     We also ask that you continue to assist by sending 

a simple e-mail to brabec@cox.net  whenever you 

have a change in the future.   It would be a huge help 

to the Chapter to effectively maintain communica-

tions with you our membership.  Send an e-mail if ---- 

(1)    you change your mailing address,  

(2)    your telephone number, or 

(3)    your email address.  

MEMBERSHIP NEWS  

             by  

Captain Carl Bromund, 

USCG, (Ret) 

 

January saw us recruit the first 

new Chapter member of 2009; 

welcome aboard to Captain 

Tara Octaviano and thanks to 

Colonel (USAF - Retired) Gene Fenstermacher for 

recruiting Captain Octaviano.  I think Gene also 

deserves our recognition for his efforts over the 

years; he continues to  distinguish himself as one 

of the top recruiters in the Chapter.   

Every year, we are presented with the choice to 

renew our National membership at a cost of 

$28.00 and our Chapter membership at a cost of 

$15.00.  Nearly all of us agree that the benefits of 

belonging to MOAA and the Coronado Chapter 

are valuable and well worth this small cost. 

I hope that those of you who pay annual dues to 

MOAA will give some thought this month to be-

coming a life member of National MOAA.  When 

you become a Life Member, you not only deepen 

your commitment to our association but also make 

a valuable investment for a lifetime. Youôll realize 

enhanced privileges that benefit you and your 

spouse far into the future. 

As a MOAA Life Member, upon your death, your 

spouse automatically becomes an Auxiliary Life 

Member with continued MOAA benefits through-

out his or her life at no additional cost.  With one 

financial transaction, you can pay for a lifetime of 

valuable benefits and avoid the possibility of fu-

ture annual dues increases. And, you will receive 

full credit for the unused portion of your current 

annual dues.  Your payment can be accomplished 

through check or credit card; you can also choose 

to pay in 10 convenient, interest-free installments. 

Life Membership fees are based on your nearest 

age; here are some examples of the prices: 

 

Age 51 - 55 $449  

Age 61 - 65 $389  
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       MOAA Birthdays   

        by Joan Connor 
"Growing old is mandatory; grow-

ing up is optional."  Here's some 

very happy birthday greetings to 

those celebrating their youth this 

month.  May we always be young at 

heart.  Happy Birthday!  
 

MARCH:  1: Thomas Reardon, Sam Rumore; 2: 

Nancy Green; 3: Robert Abney, Hideko OôConnor, 

James Fine; 6: William Waynick, John Trombley; 7: 

Joel Gage, Robert Bobar, Margaret Stalmann; 9: Jo-

seph Defrancesco; 10: Lawrence Portouw, Donald 

Newcomer; 12: Nancy Bell, William Bridges; 13: 

Elaine Baird; 14: James Lynch; 15: Arthur Jones; 16: 

Patrick Gromek; 18: Thomas Waddell; 19: Richard 

Haines; 21: Kathryn Bovee, Katherine Cerami, Phillip 

Cerami; 22: Lawrence Bowen, Jeffrey Smith; 24: Yu-

kio Otsuka, Brigitte Woods; 25: JoAnn Daggett, 

Earl Devine, Palmer Drews; 29: John Black, 

Sandra Bowen, Lois McQuaid.     

SCHOLARSHIP DONORS 
 

   SIGNIFICANT DONORS  ($100 or More)  
Bell, Gary                       Fyffe, Nancy    
Holbrooke, Jack 
 
       DONORS 
Kenneth Allison           Daniel Baird      
John Bird                     John Black   
Robt Blanchard     Robt Bobar 
Harry Bowen                William Breeding 
William Bridges            Harry Brown                  
Joe Cannon                  Earl Devine 
James Dottle                Ronald Faulkner                   
Gene Fenstermacher   Stanley Gillette 
Charles Hayes              Harvey Haynes 
Grant Hayes                 Edward Holcomb 
Casey Jones                 Francis McMunigle 
Peter Mekkelson           Richard Mortensen 
Jeremiah Moulton         Rick Mueller 
Charles Narburgh         Don Newcomer  
Alex Okimoto                Yukio Otsuka l          
Ron Pflipsen                 Larry Portouw         
Sam Rumore                Bernie Stahlmann               
Howard Weckel      Richard White  
Brigitte Woods 
  

  NAVY PROTOCOL  

The Chief noticed a new Seaman one day and 

barked at him.  ñWhat is your name?ò was the first 

thing the Chief asked the new guy. 

ñJohnò the new guy replied. 

The Chief scowled, ñLook, I donôt know what kind 

of bleeding heart, liberal, pansy stuff theyôre teach-

ing Sailors in boot camp today, but I donôt call any-

one by their first name.  It breeds familiarity and 

leads to a breakdown in authority.  I refer to my 

Sailors by their last name only.  Do I make myself 

clear ?ò 

ñAye Aye Chiefò 

ñGood, now what is your last name ?ò 

ñDarling.  My name is John Darlingò 

ñOkay é. John, here is what I want you to do.ò 


